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members of the Health Committee professed great
sympathy with medical men on the ground that theyhave
to do so much public work for nothing. Medical men will
nw know how much value to place on such sympathy, and
not until the Committee, recently appointed by the
Divisions to watch the interests of medical men at
municipal and other elections, gets to work, is there any
chance of anything exoept similar empty sympathy.
It will probably be said by the Health Committee that
medical men ought to apply to the guardians for a fee in-
eases where the patient is too poor to pay. It is well
known in Salford what that means-endless trouble for the
doctor in laying his case before the guardians, and
inquisitorial visits by Poor-law officers to the patient's
home, inflicting the stigma of pauperism on women whom
the superviiing authority, not the guardians, has practi-
cally compelled .to have a doctor, when often she would
have been conteut with the midwife. It is not about
paupers that the dispute arises, for they are sufficiently
provided for already. It is the class just above the pauper
elass that is so nearly concerned, women just able by dint
of the hardest struggling to get the barest liviing from day
to day. This class, the Salford Health Committee says,
inust in future be treated as paupers.

ROYAL EYE AND EAR HOSPITAL, BRADFORD.
AT a special meeting of the governors of the above
hospital held recently, a new departure was taken in
appointing no less than twenty-eight ladles to act as a
Ladies' Committee. It is thought that this committee
will be of great service in creating increased public
interest in the hospital and the Convalescent Fund
connected with it, which is to be started shortly.

MEALS FOR SCHOOL CHILDBRN IN BEAJUDORD.
IT is expected thaat the new armgements j4der the

W4cation (Provision of Meals) Aet will eqpe tto 4pera-
tloi in Bradford shortly. A sep1al}ly,Ce4igied kitchen
has been arranged, in whioh all the eoekirg will be 4ope
by pte4m. Some idea of the ecale of the eqtupment may
be gathered when it is said that three pans Will be used,
eaeh of 100 gallons capacity. Wheu the fodhs een
wked it will be sent out by Motor om to dipipg halls at
four centres in special wooden veseels covered with
charcoal, so as to prevent any appreci4ble 1 of heat. A
special dietary scale haslbeen prepared by the medical
superintendent of schools (Dr. Ralph H. COowley) and the
superintendent of domestic subjecte. For the five days
,of the school Week there are two meat dnners ,.one of filh,
and two of vegetarian dishes. T-q-costituents, however,
are so varied that the same dinuer need not be given
More than once in three weeka.

NORTH BIEBLEY 'UNION AND ITS VAGOINATORS.
No less than thirty public vaccinators connected with

this union have been required to acquiesce in new arrange-
ments in regard to their rern]uneratiOm! The Special
Committee of the guardians adopted the tollowing
resolutions:

(1) That the Committee cannot recopainn4. the guardians to
pay any public vaccinator in the union any additional sum for
anyvaccination performed byhim beyond a 3 miles radius
from his residenco or surgery. (2) That the guardians should
not pay anything for postage incurred by the publio vaccinator.
(3) That where during a peri4 of twenty-four consecutive
bours successful vacination or revapcctatole has been per-
formed upon two or more personp, and at one and the same
time, on any premises (other than the surgery of the public
vaccinator) wnereon those persons were together present at
any time during the aforesaid pelid, the public vaccinator
shall be paid the sum of 3S. 6d. for the first person and 2s. 6d.
eaoh in respect of the second or further number of such
persons.
Only one public vaccinator *ppeaxs to have declined to
fall in with the Committee's suggestion.
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NORWICH MEDICO-CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY.

THE first winter meeting of the Norwich Medico-Chirur-
gical Society took place last week, and was followed by a
dinner, at which Dr. Cooper Pattin, M.O.H., presided over

a large assembly. Among those present were Mr. Rider
Haggard and Mr. G. H. Roberts, M.P., both of whom
responded to the toast of " The Guests." The former, in
searching for an explanation as to why he should have
been invited to address an Assembly of medical men,
reminded himself and his audience that he had once
written a medical bpok, about which he made the
following remarks:

I don't suppose any of you hbve read it or are likely to. Its
subject was vaccination, and it treated that small but impor-
tanz operation from the romantic poinit of view. I am proud
of that book, for it was instrumental in converting a confirmedantivacoinationist to ways of wisdom, and 8o enthusiastically
did he accept the proof of tbe error of his former way that notonly he, but all his family, were vaccinAted. He wrote to me
directly after, and I can scarcely now describe to you the terror
in which I lived during the next few weeks fox fear of learning
that some dire calamity had overwhelmed him and his family
as a direct result of his conversion.
Mr. Haggard also alluded to the pleasure he took in ex-
ploring mediaeval records; and, speaking of witchcraft
and the brutalities to which belief in its possibility led, he
remarked, "As we read of these, we are inclined to say,
Thank God we are better than they; " bat, he continued,
Was this really so? Had the world really advanced in
respect of freedom from superstltion ? and replied:

It is difficult to answer that question in the affirmative.
When we see that greatly-increasing cult called "Christian
Science," which forces into its service the name of Him who
was known as the Beloved Physician, when we constantly see
Inquests held on the bodies of cb4lren wbose parents have
allowed them to perish without the benefit of skilled help,because of their superstitious belief in faith healing, can we
claim that the human intellect has advanced to any great
extent since the days of witch burning ?
Mr. Roberts, in his speech, called for the creation of

closer relations between medical men and politicians.
Both, he claimed, were striving toward correspondiDg
ends, and much more might be done towards the aboli-
tion of conditions evilly affecting the individual and the
community if they united forces. A toast to the outgoing
President was proposed by Dr. Burton-Fanning, and
neatly acknowledged by Dr. Muir Evans.

MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS AT THE BRUSTOL ROYAL
INFIRMARY.

A SPEOIAL meeting of the Bath and Bristol Branch of the
British Medical Association, which all medical practi-
tioners in the distriet were invited to attend, was held on
Monday last to consider and discuss the rales passed on
September S4th by the governors of the Bristol Royal
Infirmary forbidding a member of the staff to hold any
other professional public appointment than proflegamhips
or lectureehips. About 150 medical men were present at
the meeting, and two votes were taken on each resolution:
first of members, and seoondly of now-members. The
following resolutions were adopted an. eas.

1. That this meeting of the Bath and Bristol Branch of the
British Medical Association, having considered the rule
passed by the govornors of the Bristol Royal Infirmnary on
September 24th, 1907, regulating the holding Qf otherpublic professional appointments by the members of the
honorary staff, hereby expresses its conviction that this
rule, if confirmed, would be inimical to the interests of
the sick poor and derogatory to the honorary medical and
surgical staff of thai institution and to the profession at
large.

2. That this meeting advises the honorary staff to take the
strongest possible measures in resisting this, or any rule
which in eseet embodies the substance of this rule.

COMPLIMENTARY DINER TO DR. ALExANDER MACPHAIL.
A large number of friends entertained Dr. Alexander
MacPhail at the Grosvenor Reataurant, Glasgow, on
October 4th. The occasion of the dinner was the depar-
ture of Dr. Macpbail from St. Mungo's Medical College to
take up the post of Lecturer in Anatomy at Charing C(ross
Hospital Medical School. Professor Cleland presided over
a large gathering of laymen and medical friends, while


